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Church Calendar

Water saw its Master and blushed!

First Sunday of Great Lent (Kothine Sunday)

Fr. Dr. Joshi Varghese, Bhilai
(Diocesan Education Officer & PRO, Calcutta Diocese)

Evening: St. John 3: 1- 6, Morning: St. Luke 16: 1-18, Before Holy Qurbana
: Exodus 20: 1-21, Joel 2:12-20, Isaiah 58: 5-14. Holy Qurbana: Acts 11:19-26
Or Revelations 2: 1 -7, Colossians3: 1- 17

St. John 2:1-11St. John’s Gospel records seven signs of Jesus, of which
the miraculous turning of water into wine is the first in the series. St. John
2:1-11 1s the gospel passage set apart for meditation on the first Sunday of
the Great Lent.

a. Pro-active Mary

Mary and Jesus along with his disciples were invited for the wedding at
Cana. During the wedding feast the wine ran short. It is easy to imagine
the reactions of various people during such an unfortunate situation. Some
would utter meaningless words of sympathy. A few would laugh at the
precarious situation the groom and family are in. Some others would chip
in to show their wisdom and analyse what went wrong. Another group
would blame the family for their lack of proper planning. But Mary didn’t
want to make them butt of a joke. She didn’t blame others or pointed
fingers on any lack of planning but acted proactively.

Cambridge dictionary defines ‘Proactive’ as “taking action by causing
change and not only reacting to change when it happens”. Mary chose to
act rather than react to the situation. She chose to do her part to alleviate
the problem and to help the family from falling from disgrace. She wanted
to help them out of their dilemma and initiated change. It’s said life is a
product of your values and decisions and not conditions. As Stephen
Covey says we need to be Proactive rather than Reactive; we need to
choose our responses rather than let life be a function of impulses and
other people’s treatment. Choice is ours.

Mary could have claimed that ‘I’ve done everything to solve the
problem and it will be resolved soon’. She allowed her to be an instrument
in the first sign performed by Jesus Christ, but never boasted about her
role. This must be an eye-opener for the believers and leaders of the
Church. Do we often vie with each other to claim the ownership of success
or victory?

b. Synergia

Jesus could have created wine out of nothing, as the world was created
‘out of nothing’ (ex- nihilo) ‘in the beginning’. Rather he chose to have
the participation of the humans. He asked the servants to “Fill the jars with
water” (Jn 2:7). This call for participation is seen in the other miracles or
signs performed by Jesus. Theologians call this as Synergia. Synergy is
defined as “the combined power of a group of things when they are working
together that is greater than the total power achieved by each working
separately”. In Orthodox theology Synergia refers to man’s co-operation
to the divine will. “Humans beings always have the freedom to choose, in
their personal (gnomic) wills, whether to walk with God or turn from Him”.
In short man is not a mere pawn or a robot but a being with ‘freedom  to
respond to God’ will. Synergia describes the relation between the grace
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of God and human freedom. St. Paul says
“...we are co-workers in God’s service” ( 1 Cor. 3:9). Synergoi

(O6i4iidiB) is the word used by St. Paul and it means co-worker. Some
translations have it as “we are labourers together with God”. “If we are to
achieve full fellowship with God, we cannot do so without God’s help, yet
we must also play our own part: we humans as well as God must make
our contribution to the common work, although what God does is of
immeasurably greater importance than what we do” (The Orthodox
Church, Bishop Kallistos Ware).

The cooperation of God’s Grace and the human will is emphasised in
the Eastern Theology. It is often compared with the * markada nyayam’
in the Indian thought of Vishishtadvaitam which has its roots in the clinging
of the baby monkey to its mother. Marjaara nayam refers to the kitten
being taken by the mother to another place. The kitten has no role to play
while the baby monkey ‘chooses’ to cling to its mother to be protected.
and the mother allows it. In a similar way, we need to respond to the
Grace of God. It calls for an active response from our part; not an
automatic, mechanised action but with the will and active participation of
the recipient.

c. Serve the Best wine

“The steward called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves
the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become
drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now” (Jn 3:10). People try
to give their best appearances for the first impressions; be it visits or
relationships. The dedication and energy shown in the initial days of job
may not sustain for a long, in the case of many. The love and attitudes of
caring and sharing would be high in the initial days of one’s married life.
Generally it wears off as time passes. As the Church of Ephesus was
reminded many ofus “have abandoned the love we had at first” (Rev 2:4);
the love we had shown in our relationships, job, and worship might have
been abandoned or diluted. We start taking things for granted. We tend to
replace our ‘good wine’ of initial commitment and vigour with ‘inferior
wine’ less dedication and energy.

Some serve ‘good wine’ of the warmth of love in the beginning and
then take others for granted. Some are hesitant to serve the good wine
and keep it themselves till the end; sometimes they won’t get an opportunity
to serve it and have to depart before serving it. The wedding at Cana
reminds us that we need to serve the people around us with the ‘good
wine’ of Generosity, Love and Compassion.

Conclusion

We need to make worthy choices and be proactive to succeed in life.
Let’s pray that the Great Lent be an occasion to transform our lives so
that we serve the good wine of love to all around. May the Lenten period
be a time to actively cooperate with the Grace of God!

Q
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